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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION 

page 1 , line 6, under the "CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS" 

heading, 

the words "The present application claims priority to Japanese Application 
No. 10-188879, filed July 3, 1998, and WIPO Application No. PCT/99/03489, filed June 
29, 1999. The present application also claims priority to the U.S. Application Serial No. 
09/720,806, filed January 3, 2001, now abandoned." have been deleted; 

and replaced with the words -- The present application is a division of US 
Application Serial No. 09/720,806, filed January 3, 2001 , now abandoned, and a 
National Stage Application of PCT/JP99/03489, filed June 29, 1999, which claims 
priority to Japanese Application Serial No. 10-188879, filed July 3, 1998, and Japanese 
Application Serial No. 10-188880, filed July 3, 1998. -. 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 2, line 1 , the word - preparation - has been inserted after the 
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(first occurrence). 

Claim 13, line 1, the word - preparation - has been inserted after the word "The" 
(first occurrence). 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 11-51 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art does 
not teach or suggest a process for preparing a vitamin D derivative, comprising the 
steps of (a) providing, (b) irradiating and (c) subjecting as presently claimed, esp., 
wherein the ultraviolet irradiation apparatus comprises a projection lens positioned to be 
struck by and to irradiate the solution of the provitamin D derivative in the reaction 
container with the ultraviolet rays through the quartz rod, the projection lens being 
configured to control a spot size of the ultraviolet rays having the specific wavelength. 

The prior art does not contain any language that teaches or suggests the above. 
Sato et al. do not teach an ultraviolet irradiation apparatus comprising a projection lens 
positioned to be struck by and to irradiate the solution of the provitamin D derivative in 
the reaction container with the ultraviolet rays through the quartz rod, the projection lens 
being configured to control a spot size of the ultraviolet rays having the specific 
wavelength. Therefore, a person skilled in the art would not have been motivated to 
adopt the above conditions, and a prima facie case of obviousness cannot be 
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established. 

Claims 52 and 53 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art 
does not teach or suggest a process for preparing a vitamin D derivative, comprising the 
steps of (a) providing, (b) irradiating and (c) subjecting as presently claimed, esp., 
wherein the ultraviolet irradiation apparatus comprises a quartz rod positioned 
to be struck by the ultraviolet rays from the optical system and configured to directly 
irradiate the solution of the provitamin D derivative in the reaction container with the 
ultraviolet rays. 

The prior art does not contain any language that teaches or suggests the above. 
Sato et a/, simply teaches setting wavelength and an integrator to obtain the desired 
monochromatic UV ray and quantum of energy. Therefore, a person skilled in the art 
would not have been motivated to adopt the above conditions, and a prima facie case of 
obviousness cannot be established. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edna Wong whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1349. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30 am to 3:30 pm, Flex 
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Schedule. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nam Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-1342. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Edna Wdhg) 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1753 
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